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WHAT IS STUDENT VOICE?

Student voice is embracing students' opinions and ideas as the
cornerstone of school improvement efforts. Students of all ages
have something to teach us, but first we mist be willing to listen to
them, learn from them, and lead and reflect together. To consistently
ensure that students' voices are heard, valued, and acted upon,
encourage them to

FOSTERING STUDENT VOICE INVOLVES FOUR STEPS

1. Share thoughts, ideas, and opinions that are genuine inan
environment built on trust and respect.

. Offer realistic suggestions and expectations for the good of
the whole.

. Accept responsibility for what they say and take action to
make a difference.

in them,

WHY STUDENT VOICE MATTERS : : tters.

Genuinely developing student voice leads to more meaningful
learning experiences. When students have a voice, they are

* 3times more likely to h

All three lead to higher academic motivation. Regardless of where

students are from or the type of school they attend, they want a

voice. Students want to actively participate in and make meaningful

decisions about their learning. Unfortunately, many students do not B X

feel they have a genuine voice in school. Not surprisingly, those who Leadm% in partnership with students allows students and teachers
do feel they have a voice are more positive about their future, are

prouder of their school, and put forth more effort than those students

who do not have a voice.

THE QUAGLIA SCHOOL VOICE REPORT, 2018

(responses from 450,000 students)

STUDENT VOICE TOTAL IN AGREEMENT / £ ~ A

Students have a voice in decision making at school. =

Adults at this school listen to students suggestions. 48% \,

Adults and students work together to make our school better. I 54% =

Students work with adults to find solutions to school problems. 51%
Students develop programs that improve the whole school. 48%.
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